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but were repulsed with great slaughter by the garrison
who only numbered a hundred and fifty. At the end of
September Bajirao thought that the time had come for a
general assault on Bassein. He first took the covering-
fort of Sabais. The commandant defended it bravely
until his water-supply failed and he was forced to capitulate.
On the same day storming parties simultaneously attacked
Bassein and Varsova. Nine thousand Marathas succeeded
in reaching the walls of Bassein and put against them
forty scaling ladders. But the Portuguese stood at bay
with a resolution, that would not have shamed the companions
of Lorenzo d'Almeida. The Maratha ladders were thrown
clown and the Maratha soldiers who reached the top of
the walls were either killed or taken. At Varsova, too,
victory rested with the besieged and the Portuguese cannon
took a fearful toll of the storming parties. The general
of the North, however, complained bitterly of the English,
who, pleading neutrality, refused him their help. At the
same time they sold gunpowder and cannon balls stamped
with the English mark to the Maratha generals.

After the failure of the assaults, the siege languished
and the Lisbon Government sent out two transports, the
"Nossa Senhora da Victoria" and the "Bom Successo", full
of Portuguese soldiers. Thus reinforced the general of the
North was able to relieve Mahim, several miles to the
north of Bassein, with a strong force under Pedre de Mello.
Arriving by sea they surprised the Marathas in their
trenches and put them to the sword. Pedro de Mello
shortly afterwards relieved Asherin called by the Portuguese
Asserim, which had been reduced to the greatest straits.
Antonio Cardim Froes now thought himself strong enough to
begin a vigorous offensive and planned nothing less than the
recapture of Thana. The recapture of this place, so he justly
thought, would completely disconcert the Maratha staff and
would probably result in the retreat, if not surrender of the
Maratha troops within Salsette island. On the 12th September
1738, four thousand five hundred soldiers, of whom five